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for a military guard to protect British interests in Yokohama,
and with the consent of the Japanese Government two
companies of an infantry regiment took up their residence
in 1864 in barracks on the foreign settlement. They \\ere
afterwards joined by a French contingent, and they remained
in the place a good many years. While they gave a sense
of security to nervous foreign residents, they were looked
upon by the Japanese as a blot on the honour of their
country, to be got rid of as soon as possible. Probably the
presence of these troops did more than anything else to
spur on the Japanese to efforts which would so improve the
conditions of their country that they would be no longer
necessary.